
   
 

 

Daily evidence digest  18 December 2020 

 

Cancer surgery delays, pulmonary embolism and DVT, Guillain 

Barré Syndrome, COVID-19 mortality in US adults 

Peer reviewed journals featured:  

• Systematic reviews and meta-analyses on: 

o Surgery delays and survival in breast, lung and colon cancers during COVID-19 here 

o Pulmonary embolism and deep vein thrombosis in COVID-19 here 

o Effectiveness of N95 respirators and surgical/face masks in preventing airborne 

infections in the era of SARS-CoV2 here 

o Guillain Barré Syndrome and its variants as a manifestation of COVID-19 here 

• A cohort study on a home-based 7-day infection control strategy for healthcare workers following 

high-risk exposure to SARS-CoV-2 here 

• A randomised controlled trial on the effect of arbidol (umifenovir) on COVID-19 here 

• Case studies on: 

o Retinal microvascular abnormalities in patients after COVID-19 here 

o A quality and safety framework for responding to airway complications in mechanically 

ventilated patients with COVID-19 from the University of Pennsylvania here 

• Observational studies on: 

o Neuroimaging manifestations in children with SARS-CoV-2 here 

o Predictors for in-hospital COVID-19 mortality among US adults here 

• Commentary on: 

o Concerns and motivations about COVID-19 vaccination here 

o Children, COVID-19 and coronavirus drawings here 

o Performance of world leaders during the COVID-19 pandemic here 

o Uptake of a COVID-19 vaccine in people with severe mental illness here 

o Prioritising health care workforce during COVID-19 in a US hotspot here 

Letters and correspondence discussed: 

• All-cause excess mortality and COVID-19–related mortality among US adults here 

• Waivers and alterations of research informed consent during COVID-19 here 

• Implementation of universal do-not-resuscitate orders here 

  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://www.americanjournalofsurgery.com/article/S0002-9610(20)30793-5/fulltext
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/10.1148/radiol.2020203557?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub++0pubmed&
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0242901
https://www.jns-journal.com/article/S0022-510X(20)30599-2/fulltext
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/evaluation-of-a-homebased-7day-infection-control-strategy-for-healthcare-workers-following-highrisk-exposure-to-sarscov2-a-cohort-study/846442DC2FF1ADDC3E42CCCC4C2ADCFE
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-020-05698-w
https://bjo.bmj.com/content/early/2020/12/15/bjophthalmol-2020-317953
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.20.0305
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(20)30362-X/fulltext
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/predictors-for-inhospital-mortality-from-covid19-infection-among-adults-1865-years/B61A85B8A6DD047D422CEEBFC08B3A37
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30926-9/fulltext#%20
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4578
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4728
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/2774106
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.20.0378
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2774445
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-6993
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/L20-1196
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Guidance and reports 

• The World Health Organization published: 

o Survey results on COVID-19 and the disruption of noncommunicable disease services in 

the European Region here 

o An update to WHO COVID-19 case definitions here 

o A scientific brief on COVID-19 diagnostic testing and international travel here 

o Interim guidance on a risk-based approach to COVID-19 international travel here and 

associated risk assessment tool here 

 

 

 
This is the final digest for 2020 and the service will resume on 20 January 2021.  
A reduced service will be in place over the shutdown period. Should there be any highly significant 
developments, alerts will be issued to the digest mailing list. Upon resumption of services, key 
publications released during the break will be collated and a summary distributed.  
 
We hope you have a very happy and healthy holiday break!  
 

 

 

 

 

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/337813
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/337834
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/337832
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/337858
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/337850

